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A Day in the Life of a.....

Roller Operator
Jen Lerette

Have you ever noticed that just after the snow falls, there is a
deep quiet that settles in? It happens just before your neighbor
starts the loudest snow blower ever made. But during those mo-
ments of quiet, before the commotion begins, one has a sense
of peace, of solitude and of calm. Then the hustle and bustle of
life kicks in and we must deal with the show.

Winter for people in construction is kind of like that deep quiet
time. It enables you to get some well-earned peace of mind and
rest. It is the time to gather your resources together to prepare
for the hustle and bustle of the clearing of the snow and prepar-
ing to go back to work.

Winter gives you the option of enjoying the peace or slipping
and sliding on the ice trying to keep your
footing. If you prepared during the season
for lay-off time, and you paid your bills
ahead, then you can enjoy the peace and
quiet. If you spent every cent you earned,
and have no bills paid, you have slippery
financial footing to deal with.

For those of you with greasy footing who
need some winter work, start by building
on the skills you already have. If you
have a Class B license, then apply with
an oil company to drive their trucks.
Some companies or highways need snow
fighters, which is an interesting way to
spend your winter.

Think about the next construction season,
it really is coming faster than you think.
Take classes to broaden your skill set,
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make yourself more valuable to an
employer. Everything you do to pre-
pare for the coming season will give
you a leg up on the folks who are not
prepared.

Preparation is the key to success, if {
you planned all construction season to

ensure your financial stability through winter, you can relax and
enjoy the fruits of your labor. If you didn't plan this past season
for the winter, figure out what to do to cover yourself for next
year. After all, winter comes every year, and thankfully so does
spring.

As we emerge from winter, remember to come to the
Tradeswomen’s Conference. We'll have a job fair again this
year, and you can meet and greet numerous employers. Hope-
fully 2010 will be a better year for us all. See you at the
conference!

Linda Thibodeau had worked for a :
sign company in the vinyl department.
She was laid off in March after work-
ing there for five years. In order to
bring home a paycheck she applied
for a job with Soderberg Company.
She was hired as an On-the-Job
Trainee as a Construction Worker Highway. She was a bit
nervous as she’'d never worked in construction before.

On her first day of work she was a little rattled...new people
to work with and of course those new people were all men. It
wasn't long before Linda eased into her role with the crew

and found her niche. Her supervisor
i asked her to hop on the roller; a ma-
chine she'd never set eyes on before.
Once her supervisor saw her natural
ability on the roller he switched her
training classification from Construc-
tion Worker Highway to Equipment
Operator.

Her supervisor was impressed with
her quick grasp of the operations and
functions of the roller and how well
she took direction. The MaineDOT
Resident also felt she was a natural
on the equipment and stated Linda’s
positive attitude is second to none.

Linda explained what the day to day
operations were like working as an
4 equipment operator. Linda states:

This was my first time working for a construction company.

My day started at 4:00 AM. | had to drive 45 minutes to the

job site. The work day started at 6 AM and we worked 12 to
14 hours a day.

The first day on the job the supervisor told me that | was go-
ing to be operating the roller. | had never run a roller before,
and was going to have to learn quickly. The men on site told
me some basic knowledge about the roller. | was left to learn
the rest on my own. The first day was definitely a learning
experience to say the least!

On the second day | learned even more. However, | some-
how managed to put the roller in the ditch. | was glad that
happened because it made me aware of how fast the ma-
chine could get away from me. It also taught me what to
watch out for so that wouldn't happen again.

Continued on page 5.

ARE YOU THE WINNER?

OSHA violation contest—For more information and to learn
how to participate, see page 7!

“Great dreams...It takes an uncommon amount of
guts to put Your dreams on the line, to hold them up
and say, "How good or how bad awm 12" That's where
cournge comes bn.” Erma Bombeck







